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- November 1939.
Veld fmils is published on the Fifth of every mé_i;t.h. Contritutions

Should reach the Kditor at P, 0. Box €31, Johannesburg before the 20th
of the mouth previous to publications = ' s

" These are indeed troublous times end people canrot be blamed for bei
+ aud restless. National service signifigs more today thsn it did 8 few nmont:
- ong's thoughts were with the orack of willow and splagh of cool water.

- Bveryone has to a groster or lesser extent been affected by the wdawv
of things and repercussionsg have been felt, Filitary duties havo neces
overs s a;lring,away from fheir crew moetings or from carrying on their
8, and although wo can i11 spare them we would sag to them that they, i
@ _rest of South Africas youth, have this duty of Sorvice to perform, an
-as Rovers, !mow they will ot fail us or the country, - :

s Qur Editor, Claude Cook,
. :Q'.
e

He is therefore, urabie
d 1t necessary _ : i 1 nme f
racion of his service with the "Heavies', I toke over not without sonme miged
@e'_m%:a-zim has, under his direction, become a vital link in Irensvaal ko
ri Larly on the f{and. However as lialvolio would say some are born ‘to-
¢ achieve greatness, some nave groatness thrust upon them. Mesntime I would,
alf of Transvadl Rovering, like to give CTsude ‘e good hand' for his splendi
. fmother stalwart vho ranks amongst tho lists of tho!ret
‘business manager, treasurer snd general factotum to Vel - Trs
two years ago.  Pressure of business and scouting worlk 1
' ﬁn'd over. John Greenhorn, of the Benoni Crew ha al
c s - on) and already finds the Job is not so sugary as it lo
hanks, Van, for all your help and valusble Tork which has done  so much
1d Trails what it is today. , : ST e e
RN = iz e
. VWith this copy of Veld Trails you will receive an enrolment form £ 9
_of the magazine has been increased +o 5/8 per ammum Yo cover the incressed
5 your crows to subscribec = every Rover should have a copy and become a ¢
is being dome for Rovering in this province = Will you help?

Before clos I should like to draw your attention once more to the
aba to bo hold et Van Ryn Estates on 18/19th November, Do your ver

- this gathering., Remember that the lagt Indaba at Broankhorstsprui

ansveal Rover Scout Committec, Veld Trai the National Service Regi
: oration among rews than had been Imown for s

Yours sincorely, :
_A.T, ROBERPSON,
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_ Tha‘ writer of this letter is a Rcvez;‘Sc-dut in Gambemveil; London, and ig
~ present doing his bit in a First Aid Station "Somewhere on the Home F.ron{:. e

FROM THE HOME FRONT

2nd Soptember, 1939 v

S S0 we are now at war with Germany, and the little housepainter is to heve his
\ bloodbath. I must confess that I never shared the snthusiesm o those who, ug to |
a week aso, declared theore would be no war, It seemed plain that even if Bit er We
%H.-u%-’fixﬁg, the bluff would have to be called and he would have to take a gamblerfs
“last chance. : i R

.« - -1 date the crisis proper from the ds,K the Soviet=CGerman Pact was ennounced. T

newspapors are very slow to chide Russia. There are, of course guarded remarks such =
- as "the many friends of Russie will be very disappointed =--" ebe., but nothing =
~~ vigorous. A high prelate did, from his pulpit, accuse Stelin of acting the Judas, |
-~ G.B, Bhaw asked "who, then, is the Christ?" s

: I propose to mention some aspects of the present situation and onl%v hoge_'zf
- censor docs not cast a suspicious eye on them, but after all, these notes don't con
~~information you won't find in newspapers. : ; : '

EVACUATION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN:

3 A3 you are probably aware thousands of school children have been seant o pl
- of comparative safety. Most of them are far too young to understand the significs
© of this event and think, I suspect, they are indebted to Hitler for a holiday in €
country. Vith their small bundles of clothes, gas-masks in certons slung from their
‘ghoulders, sucking toffee and ice creem, they filled the buses and so started on & .
Journey which would land them in safe ahd haiepy country homes. With their going

~seldom hears laughtor and shouting and is like a city desolated. : 2 '

: WINDOWS: Many people end most shops ere ggfeguardinﬁ- their windows from bed
- shattered by sticking gummed paper on them. The favourite desipn is strips of pape
- formed like a Union Jack, Some artistic souls use coloured aE:a.pfsu' instead of plain

_brown. Otkers apain stick on the papers to form letters such as:
BUSTNESS S USOAL

SANDBAGGED LONDON:

EXite

2 : Seandbags everywhere = mountains of them on public end commerciel buildirgs,

-~ miniebure fortifications on private buyildings. Pirms have been advertising sandbag

-~ filled and delivered in London for_847- per hundred. I don't lnow whether this in= =

e_Z.Ludes leying and stacking them., Thousends of bags are used as you can imagine, 01’1 ﬁ

- firm of waolesale drapers has used pillow cases for sandbags... & booksho nearhy_f-‘,i_za;s-ﬁﬂ

~pilod stocks of old and second-hand books outside its! premises. - A good tale is told =
~oF workmen £illing ug begs, not with sand, but with old buildirg rubble, stones
- Every time a half=brick went in, someone said "end thab's another one for old ! Itl
~Yos, lLondon is today a ocity of sandbags. ' : : v e




Only a :E“ew faint glesms ef ligh‘t show = and on very rare oocaaiona. )
gl &e along with very much masked lights. JAccidents are nct uncomaon thus
ti:,to dx% hiz:t?'tha.t the black-out is too blaﬁk. Vhat will it be 111:6 ‘when

el = = 7 3 Py

is a terriffo run on elac'bric torohes anci rolls of gumnwd paper. '

i"y‘bhing ‘seems nomal in many ways = plenty of food, no alarm, no 'pa‘i“

orfeet calm. Plenty of recruits for most services, nevs oepers

:I.el&s n mejestic prose - as usual = woather, a orfoot summer day = )
ith much of the sultryness taken out of it by a s m lust night - tonig
hining hrightly, stars gleammg down megnificently - Britain is a'l: war

W' Al mmc

ROYCROFT ROVER CREW

he wmrﬁ 1deg underlying it makaa it imgossi‘hla for, the Orew to be a_t '
, until such time as every z-sup in thé D:.a'brlct has :’L'I:e own

r R crof-h is ths:b membe.rs are mt to lose their idan't—
¥ when members of the seame Group feel t %gy

glx:a mran'b :t-b 'bhey' are 'bo hra mmy angegdm ‘& Crow




'rof-b Crew ﬂmoticms as a nomal Grew w.wh the diffarenoe ha
Y, themselves and :?enses ‘have been dednated any bel
e var:.ous Groups proportione:{: aecording 't‘-o their repres

Such ﬁoney is to be devoted by the Groupa o the fdma‘bion of their o
course of preparation., ek e

,?.%reg_ational ‘church has given the Crow tha u#a qi‘__—ﬁ.'rm*iiﬁ-:- )
. § 2 ; = = S S = . i

-It is the intention to provide a workehop and the usual Rovera retm
emberahip is soven dram from four groups.

The mesting night is Sunday end the Crew meets e:b 8.45 :l.e. after all
cos are over,

-Scribe J.Ps.lmer,
16 Loop Street,
FRETORTA.

""_I Iea.d a good Chriatian life in Johameaburg on £4 a mk?" a yb

"My boy " was the reply,  "that!s all you oan dou"




ot what ou wan'b in your stru gle for self‘
And tﬁu wgrld mmceg you King for a day ,g

Then go to tho mirror ond 1001.. at: yoursalf, :
Mé'-hee ﬁ!ha‘b that guy has to suy. &

Por it ien's your Fathor or Mother or Wife,
%hosa ildgemen upon ¥uu must ‘pass

er whose verdict counts Tiogt in your_ lii‘e 5
Is the guy stari ng back from the glesse = '

Hd's ’l:he feller to Elease, never mind all the rest,
with you clear up to the end,

And u\‘?e asced your most dangerous, dli.f‘:.'ﬁ.-__i_cul'b-tes.'bll
: tﬁg in glass is yoaggfriend. Rt =

You m like Jack Horner, "ohisal a plum“
d }agnk youfre a wonderful

‘i'-l'te man in the hEmass says yo u're only a bum
you_ can't look atraight ‘in the eye.

You can fool the whole world dovm the pe.thm@r of years,
got pats on the beck as you pass, :
your final reward will

be heartacho and 'bea.rS.
: yo'& ve cheated the guy in the gla.ss. Sl

g

~ HUMOUR 15 A RARE461¢T_

u evor made uw a 1is-b of 'bhe things that make laugh? I‘b'
ef gg.arac‘ber. P %6 you 6 == veriy

l?e you 1au h whan ycu see anyona sli on a hana.na. in or sit on a -1
£ ohi»..\ g gle do,. The resson :%a be a feeling of rolief %:hat it
0 1s runn

he risk of loolca a fool or be hurs, t be a ]
) 'bha:b the vietim isn't hﬁ%‘h mich. ing £ ma.y x
gh er- is a

hor sbout. Vi
erson whq w or

of tho m ority.
and are nea%rly elwaygjwrot%
si er

i
vdxat %{éﬁ %or us. to

ure ! ss of bai
.. mf;:a% BRI SHars




haa been dsi‘ined 'bg ona writer as "lnughter in the mids
"hmaonr is an a‘bmos ere". Wit, a vas'biv thing fro
humour i'a a rare

are Scotsmen. Humour, like Dame Fa.a

't necessarily at all fumny in anotnar.
low form of humour to make pumns n were
his play on words. FPoor shm zg%g.mg Tom H od = ng
at he had to be a lively Hood make a livlihood.
onderland - maths. :raas'ber, {Jhrisi: Cimra&:z E&xfm,:d- and mini_

] rlea f.amb onoa ccmsul’oad a doctor who reoomanﬂed him to taks a w&lk_v_
che, "Whose?™ inquircd Lamb, Then thara is Lam s' rep%y to tha ‘ep
IZOuse augerior, "You olways come late to off%ce mh,

I leave." "She was a good cook as cools g0, Mwrote Sax‘i"
he went." Another g ster was Sha;cespeare who onece sa%d:
p to wear a collar that keags up_round my neck,
: in hig time, 1600 istnt the least gmusing in 1
: Im the :E':llms wﬁera tfzeir idea of wha'b is amusmg is’ ;qur!: 359 ;;ﬁaar

Btzt there is another sort of humour - humour tha.t 1a.sts, and ’ahat ia o
1 Chaucer!s "Contorbury Tales" written 589 yeers ago and still going'. :
rfs death in 1400 Britain had no humour for nearly 200 yesrs.
he continual Vars at this timo didn't gmnde food for_la.ugh
ba.cle: it was on the stege produoad end edited by ;
Nights! 12th Wigh :
ith Harf'{ Andrew in Mihat vou Will“
in fell into a declins, . ;)
't laugh much or allow others +o. do so, :
¢ humorous remarks still meke people laugh- today.

age of humour wns the 18th Century. It ba?m with 'bhe del g;; ‘

son and Steele in the Speckator. Jonatnan Swifs earried on the good
Travels, holped the Beggars Opera by Gay (an g,gopriate neme.

den and Goldsmith, Jens Austen now appesrs on scene. Bubt mog

1 British novelists ia Cherles Diclens and one need mnot go fu mf
1d to prove this feot. Kecall to mind that most gorgesus O
icawber, always walting for someth to turn up, one whose
re infia'bed. only to burst like a pr oked bladder jtm‘b &t 'bhe

1

T i-s humour :I.n tho poots too. B§ma o.f‘ Sootl&nd - :Bymu by Engl
.. o::

eland and our own Flemm doos humour show eny si
aw, WeS. Gilhert AP, rber‘h and the late John
Read the novels of WLT, g,eobs P.B. Wodehous Joiital
A.A. Milna and G.K. hostsr'bdna Work:s and I war

A.IORI P =7




'EO m and youaltll‘cco g "
1 h-is dmmg Go:me tme.llonait ;

_‘The gans md 1deals oi"mazy men and women are tod: 1y in the d'
nd drﬁ-‘b,___rﬁd = dreams of peege and safe?e%nd all h{?gpznaigg tha-b :
i Great Yar has already coused of and suffer._ug
what tho morrow wisnb bring. It all meices thinc,s seem cpelosa
gletving i‘cr Peaco waa an acmpt}t ideal.

s, **bhan of tho Scout snd Rovoer Iwovemen’h?- drotharhood and peaoe
,» Where Scout meets Scout on the bssis of intsrnstionsl gaadwili
78, and Rover msa'hs Pover 3:’1.‘11 'bhs carmn,g ou{. of 2 man‘fs part in th.e Sr_.

ais war will be, sno*lgst: othe, thmg ‘a tes’cing time for tho Rovcr soct

L 20w that we must wnito and wori togethar fo‘r the good of all, Thore are m
ices open 6 us nows Apart from the essentia;l service of defeme ‘shere are ot
Of help end aasistanoe necessary. .

‘hmaours £ly around those days tha:b startlo and tmsettla gaople. : Dispute _
raciglistic and political foelings are numorous, unras and insecurity follc
heir weke and unless these th1n§s be agut dovm they are ap'b tc cause serio
‘Help thon to subdus thom, do not lond gar to every +tale that comes from-
the workshop or the office. Don't run dowm tho mon at the hoad of ¢
-helped to pu'b 'bhem whare they are o dan* b blame them :tf you, thinlc thay‘?’ _

: no time. :I.n 'bhe existe:ma of Rovarm

ﬁ ty been so neoessa.ry. ”ﬂ'e
slowly and qu:i.etly = but always wit ‘bhe idea at the back »f our minds -
come g'&ime when Honour shal come bael: lilke a King to tha ee.rth, aﬂd
s__.wi a royal. wage. :

ONLOOXER

3

»ard ’cq tho sohemo for parbiea of Rovers to volun'be’e_r far_ 50
__b ahad in. tha iaa'lf iastm, E ‘____L-‘lnga were heé‘.d at Jo




- Just to ropute rumours thet I'vo pormancntly disappeared from the £ac
& L thought I'd drop {ou a line %o give you tho lowdowm on thoso FPort |
Urow Rovers wo've all heerd so much about., My first surprise on ente
48 Lo £ind that everyone present had hoard of Parkview Crow and - just for
"eut swallod with prife to such an extont tha.f(' it throatened to equa')L my W
' m_xs"gu. ul‘;],}; restorod to normal proportions 11:';11:3:[: is, normal for 'me) by £
the "feme"(?) of Parkview is eatire y due to huving waong its rad?s o chep
e wifortunately tho meeting storted in a .remarggb. @ pi :
L hic ony . Johannesburg Crew end I was
2ecosolving the mystery of the reason for Ven's noborie
ng thal & little giﬂ

in this town th
: N in a cafe opposite the Astra Theatre here was inext
dved In the story in some way, 5 : i ;

Turning my attention to the Rover. le

. _ eting, I was just in time to 1
6108, of a guaint old Contral Crew cus
horizon some

1
tom W rebg- en a guilelsaeryi‘ ito:
: : member of the Crew has inveriably been unavoidebly detained esnd
@oting visitor is called upon to pive e talk to £ill the v'aOa.n‘b..l-’_E;@ee in bbe
amme csused the delinquent - Thus fell It} end instoad of gotiing” a chanc
gper_into the "Van" mystery I had to meke. & speech about Rovering in i
al = Ittg alri_%ﬁt. lir, Editor = "Veld Trails" cam still be published for
glowing picture of countless. Rovers who never allow girls to interfe
itles, Rovers whose a plication to assigned duties will go dowa b
arly pay their Crew Subs and subseribe generously €o "Veld Tre
Wao hie and camp in blazing sun or blizzards, and even more on those
t'i,l}'. aundlence waited with bated

breaths for.the’ catch thet was not disclcsad
88t for provineial loyalty on my. part?-: ; B o
AT%er this talk everyone was very. ve so we had tea and between m
cvered with my self a.?sr'?. ned taskrg}' geﬁiﬁ? to the bottom of this bugin
4 the handsome waltress but just when Itd buttonholed a'reliable oyowitness
le epigods the meeting was rosumed end in 30 minutes I learned from o tai
18 more ebout navigabion lights ond signels carried by boats than I ever I
‘rest of m;g 1ife end that, spite of the fact that my mind was still acti;
0Tk iz cafe m stery story. = Apein, with commendable régard to oven s
' ting closed at the 'agpo'inted hour and I was free to pur
ens peregrinations in to the Caf _business but Fate was 020ingY Y
wes in a hurry and rether then wallk (thatls wWhat 8 years of roverin
me). I decided to leave the mystery ovor till my noxt vigit to this
It was o splondid meetinﬁ
t

' and next timo enyone says they'ro gobting boo ol
& I shall rofer them to this Port Elizsbeth Crew where 'kKa ebgence of Rair
'?-gilggngy & splendid spirit of co-operative comradeship and a determinalion

[a spito of a night badly disturbod by nightmares of pretby waitrsssos.
4 ships and Ven running” innumerable cafes, I feel to at I shall le
1zaboth with high hopes gor ' llg

the future of Rovering in this city with a bt
ike the Central Crow to show the way. il 'b'y b

PARILL R
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d Purffontein (St. John's)

" We have to thank Good Comparions for en enjoyable evening spent at their dem & =
‘weeks back. luch as we would like to, we will be unable to return the visit until = = &
crew is more settled end we have better facilities for entertaining visitors,

Our first monthly social since the dance was quite a sucocess. Howover, we would
g to seo more faces from other crews abt these functions. R

N 0 b semp has been set for November 1lth end 12th. Frovided that the weathopss —
ds we ar¢ . red of a good turnout but are equally certain that the slightest sign @ *
rain will viad most ef our members at home mumbling about colds and rheumatism beceuse =
y seem to detest Hzo in its most necessary form, = ST

8t present we are filled with re%ra‘b that as R.L. "Inch" Reed is going on holidey
For some weelks he will be beyond our control end we fear greatly for his se_f‘e%y. Mo = oah
ose wishing him a good holiday and good scoubting. Ry

P

I
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In spite of poor attendances at meetings due to intensive swatting by the R
ed! members of the Crew we are still going strong and doing nicely, thank you, -
. ‘The Anmual General Meeoting was held on Friday 15th, but in spite of the date =~ = =
thing went off smoothly. The ecamp-fire items pult on by the Rovers caused many g
ughs and false notes.

. That's all for the time being so cheerio,
Seribes A.D. DOWIE :

: 49, Scholtz Avenue,

NORWOOD.

Primrose = GERMISTON

i 16k Poanvosh Rover Urow are haldth a deros n ald of the Miyorts £1,000,000 ¢ Lot

od Fund end Crew Funds, at the Alex-andergHotel Gormiston, on l%ﬁquovembe;- 1939, .o '
kets are T/6 double 5/- single, obtainable at Scout Headquarters., G SRR
5 The Crew wish To arrangé cricket mﬁtohesng_ijth other Crews. Get in touch with - +

2 Mariéold Roed, ;
PrimrocCeecss «GERMISTON.,

: . . The following have volunteered and have be ccepted f : J
African -Pema?lgnt Forcos. " en acoepted for sorvice with the

‘DeR. THOMPSON S.AA
N. TONER TeHeAe  ST. PATtS CREW
J. ARMSTRONG g.ﬁ.i.F. PARKVIEW CREW - »

CeLe COOK




3 p.m. Inda.'m Opens
4.5@ - 5‘.%0 "“Tide Gﬂﬂﬂ ;

5430 pom.  Official opening ai‘ ;
D445 - Bp.m. Preparing and consﬁming.__,
8 p.m. ; Camp Fire. &

b

%

SDTJIIAY NOVEMBEE{ lQ‘th

Ta

9 a.m. Soou'ba ovm

9,30 - 10, so Indaba Session .
10430 - 12 noon Activity (Tea a‘b 1 a.m.
12 noon - lp.m, Tallk S
1 pimi »2.30 " Iungh . :
ReB0 = 3 80p.1n. Indabe, Session
8.0 = 4, 80 ,&c'bivity

5 p.m, Indaba Glosas







